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B) GENEVA 421 

1. WILLIAMS CONFIRMED TO US THAT KHUN CHIT, DICK MANN AND 

POLICE MAJOR GENERAL POW SARASIN (SECRETARY GENERAL, RTG NARCOTICS 
BOARD) TOLD THE VISITORS FROM GENEVA THAT A FOREIGN MARKETING 
CONSULTANT IS UNNECESSARY. THEY PREFER TO LEAVE MARKETING ARRANGE- 
MENTS TO A LOCAL COMMITTEE, SUCH AS THE ONE THAT FOUND A BUYER 
FOR THIS YEAR'S BEAN CROP. WILLIAMS, HOWEVER, DOES NOT BELIEVE 
THAT THIS COMMITTEE HAS THE NECESSARY EXPERTISE TO WORK OUT 
LONG-TERM MARKETING ARRANGEMENTS. HE WILL KEEP TRYING TO PERSUADE 
CHIT AND POW TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF A MARKETING CONSULTANT. 

2. WILLIAMS ALSO ASKED A UK GOVERNMENT MARKETING SPECIALIST, 

WHO IS HERE TEMPORARILY ON AN UNRELATED UK PROJECT, TO LOOK BRIEFLY 
AT THE UN PROJECT'S MARKETING ARRANGEMENTS. DEPENDING ON HER 
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TO SEND A CONSULTANT FOR A LONGER-TERM STUDY. 

3. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT A MARKETING EXPERT IS NECESSARY 
AND SHOULD ARRIVE IN TIME TO AVOID ANOTHER BEAN CRISIS NEXT YEAR. 

THE MARKETING SPECIALIST SHOULD BOTH SURVEY THE DEMAND FOR 
POTENTIAL HILLTRIBE PRTDUCTS AND PROPOSE A MECHANISM FOR GETTING 
PRODUCTS FROM THE HILLS TO LOWLAND MARKETS. WE CONCUR WITH 
MISSION GENEVA'S RECOMMENDATION THAT AMBASSADOR HANDLEY PURSUE 
THIS MATTER FURTHER WITH MARTENS. 

4. THE QUESTION OF MARKETING ASSISTANCE IS LIKELY TO ARISE 
SOON IN OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE RTG TEMPORARY WORKING GROUP 
ON INCOME SUBSTITUTION PROIECTS FOR HILLTRIBES. IF RTG AGREES WITH 
US THAT A MARKETING SPECIALIST IS NECESSARY, WE BELIEVE IT PRE- 
FERABLE THAT HE BE UNDER UN OR UK SPONSORSHIP. IF OTHER ALTERNATIVES 
FAIL. WE ARE ALSO WILLING TO DISCUSS WITH THE RTG A US-SPONSORED 
MARKETING SURVEY. FOLLOWING A STUDY OF LONG-TERM MARKETING 
CHANNELS, WE WOULD BE WILLING TO DISCUSS OUR ASSISTANCE FOR 
IMPROVING WEAK LINKAGES IN THE MARKETING MECHANISM. 

KINTNER 
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